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Furniture with Asian and Balinese influences, along with fabrics in rich hues and textures, complement and enhance the colors and materials of the home.

Home away from home

A design team has six weeks to turn an
unfurnished condo into a tropical retreat

The design team: Elise Yates,
Allied ASID, interior designer;
Hanan Katz of Layout, Etc.

By Elise Yates
Special to the Star-Bulletin

HIS THREE-BEDROOM,

3%-bath resort condo-

minium was purchased

as an unfurnished
space. The clients wanted to cre-
ate a comfortable, attractive
tropical vacation retreat that
also felt like home N all in time
for their family reunion, which
gave us six weeks.

On their specific wish list was
to add an entertainment and dis-
play cabinet in a large existing al-
cove off the living room.

The space included mahogany
cabinetry with bronze hardware,
slate and sea-grass floors, gran-
ite and marble counters and
dark mahogany doors and trim.
The goal was to furnish the
home in a style that would com-
plement the existing finishes and
the beautiful natural surround-
ings while providing comfort
and functionality.

Along with the built-in enter-
tainment/display cabinet, we
had to obtain and place furni-
ture, accessories and artwork,
all within a tight time frame.

The budget was based on esti-
mates and prices for millwork
and furnishings; we worked
closely with the client for cost
approval throughout the project.

The primary challenge was the

[ DESIGNING MINDS ]

On the first Friday of each
month, the Star-Bulletin and
the Hawaii chapter of the
American Society of Interior
Designers feature a local de-
signer sharing details of a re-
cent project, whether it
involves a room transforma-
tion or a project started from
the ground up. This month
we feature Elise Yates of
Elise Yates Interior Design.

deadline. We worked closely
with the client to quickly deter-

mine an overall design and fur-
nishings desired. This included
comprehensive outings with the

client to select items. Most were
purchased through suppliers in

Honolulu. But in some instances
we had to search outside Oahu,
and shipping time was a consid-
eration.

Because we were using exist-
ing colors, finishes and sur-
roundings to guide the
furnishings, we settled on Bali-
nese and Asian influences. These
complemented the rich woods
and natural building materials.

Subdued, rich and sophisticated
fabrics and artwork worked well
with the clean lines of the quality
architecture.

The built-in cabinet would oc-
cupy a prominent space in the
primary living space, so it was
essential that scale and design
be perfect. To keep it cohesive,
we matched it with the existing
cabinetry in the kitchen, bath-
rooms and wet bar. Re-creating
every detail and finish became
imperative. The installation went
exactly as planned, and the
beautiful cabinet works well as a
TV and audio center, with open
shelving to display Asian arti-
facts and other artwork.

The project was completed on
time. The home has a distinct,
exotic and comfortable style,
and it feels complete as a second
residence.

Contact Elise Yates at 735-0504.

A custom wall unit, center, was designed to fit into an
alcove in the living room. A lounge chair on the lanai
allows homeowners to relax and enjoy the view.
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IN THE GARDEN

Rick Barboza

Fragrant
white hibiscus
native to Kauai

Koki‘o kea
Hibiscus waimeae

escription: Shrubs or
small trees can grow
up to 15 feet tall but
usually remain in the
5- to 8-foot range. These plants
have light green foliage that is
densely pubescent on the un-
derside and less so on top,
making the underside even
lighter in color. The most at-
tractive feature of this plant is
its beautiful white, fragrant
flowers which emerge at the
tips of branches. In the morn-
ing, the flowers open and are a
brilliant white, and by the end

HUI KU MAOLI OLA

of two days, they slowly fade to
a light pink and begin to close
before falling off. The petals of
this hibiscus are robust and
thick, which enable the blos-
som to stay open as long as it
does, adding to its stronger-
than-normal fragrance. The sta-
men is reddish pink, so it
stands out against the white
petal, but it is shorter and stur-
dier in appearance than other
native whites.

Distribution: This rare native
white hibiscus is endemic to
the dry forests of Waimea
Canyon on Kauai. It grows wild
nowhere else in the world.

Landscape use: The kokiOo
kea can be trimmed into a beau-
tiful, colorful hedge or left alone
to be admired as a specimen
plant. It is wind-, sun- and
drought-tolerant and is resis-
tant to the unattractive bumps
from gall mites that seem to
plague most hybrid hibiscus.
This is yet another perfect na-
tive plant for the xeriscape gar-
den, or any garden for that
matter.

Hint: Plant kokiOo in front of a
dark background such as a rock
wall or ti hedge to really show
off the flowers. Watch out for
aphids and whiteflies. If you do
notice them, shoot the bugs off
with a water hose or spray
them with pesticide. Follow di-
rections on the bottle for the
best results. This plant is avail-
able at Home Depot in Iwilei
and Pearl City for a limited time
for about $12.

Cultural uses: The hibiscus
flower was eaten as a laxative.
Some sources say the native
red hibiscus was eaten by girls
and women, while the white
was eaten by boys and men.
The flowers were also strung
into leis, but these days they
are most often placed behind
the ear.

Also: The native white blos-
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FUN FOR FIDO, TOO: Take a
trip to doggie camp. >>D4
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(Group sales of 20 or more, and
entertainment packages ar-

ment of Enterprise Services.
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run of OLion KingO could have a

Rick Barboza co-owns Hui Ku
Maoli Ola, a native Hawaiian
plant nursery, with
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